








Remembering the “Jungle 
Kings” Legends

By ASP Selebatso Mooketsi
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When it comes to listing those who 
once donned the maroon and gold 
jersey of Police XI Football Club, 

some of the names that ring a louder bell 
are that of Therisanyo “Tshutshu” Haake, 
and Ndiyapo “Bulldozer” Letsholathebe

These names used to send football 
enthusiasts into wonderland the moment 
the fellows possessed the ball. The two 
made spectators go wild at their mention. 
They surely fitted the game of football and 
were a marvel to watch when on the field 
of play. 

The duo finds themselves attached to the 
triumphs of Police XI popularly known as 
“The Jungle Kings” which was founded in 
1974, in the Capital City Gaborone. The 
Jungle Kings have an iconic history in 
football circles. Besides having a story to 
tell about some of its former players whose 
names used to be sweet melody to the ears 
of football fanatics, the club features in 
Botswana football record of victories.

On the flipside of the club’s wins and 
accolades, the Jungle Kings once scooped 
position two during the Lions Cup in 1987 
while BDF XI emerged the winner. It also 
participated in the Confederation of African 
Football (CAF) Champions League where 
it locked horns with Saniento Rangol FC 
of Angola, TP Mazembe FC of Democratic 
Republic of Congo and Enungu Rangers FC 
of Nigeria. These games were after the club 
lifted the domestic Mascom Premier League 
trophy in 2006. The team had on several 
occasions found themselves in the top 8 
of the Premier League table. The club also 
played friendly games in Lesotho, South 
Africa, Swaziland, Namibia and Zimbabwe. 

With the club now on the verge of clocking 
five full decades of existence, the scribe 
found it worthwhile to connect the reader 
with the past and give an insight on the 
journey of the Club’s legends of their time. 
The days when the superstars had the 
stamina of running on the field for the whole 
regulation time of 90 minutes and even at 
extra time without showing signs of fatigue. 

From 1995 to 2011 was the shining period 
for Tshutshu Haake, the club’s captain. 
The commentator could not cease calling 
his name while he made those defence 
splitting passes to the team mates. Ndiyapo 
Letsholathebe was a household name as he 
was also a regular in the national football 
team. Amazingly, Bulldozer wore Jersey 
number 2 for the club and even at the 
national team, the Zebras for over a 10-year 
span.  

Therisanyo “Tshutshu” Haake
The only club captain who wore the arm 
band for the best part of his playing career. 
Tshutshu was one of the key players who 
turned Police XI into one of the most-
storied clubs in Botswana football. The 
squat, firm body built Tshutshu, possessed 
surprising acceleration and amazing agility, 
making him a threat to score nearly every 
time he touched the ball in the opponent’s 
end. He helped his club earn maximum 
points and bagged the Mascom League in 
the 2005/2006 season. 
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Apart from having donned Police XI colours, 
Tshutshu was called several times to the 
Zebras’ training camps. He found himself 
training with his colleagues like Dennis 
Kaelo, Ditaola Ditaola and Dintle Valdo 
Mogomotsi. 

Before joining Police XI in 1995 at age 24, 
Tshutshu played for Nata Soccer Chiefs 
during his teen years, Kazungula Wanderers 
while at Tirelo Sechaba and Gaborone 
United where he met Brenda Nxenxa and 
Chandi Moruti.

The longest serving captain of his time, 
started as a winger, the position he 
outperformed a number of years. Later in 
the years, Tshutshu played in the midfield 
until he hanged his Jersey 14 in 2011. 

“I was a first team player because of my ball 
distribution skills. The coach and players 
had so much trust in me and that’s why I 
wore the captain’s arm band for the longest 
period. I would say, The Jungle Kings was 
my second family because of the level of 
commitment and discipline displayed by 
the entire team.”

He recalled the good times he had with 
Summer Ncube, Ditaola Ditaola, Valdo 
Mogomotsi and Duncan Kgopolelo. 
Tshutshu said the quartet made football 
interesting as they had subtle skills needed 
by the spectators. The pace, physical 
strength and skill they possessed better 
describe the kind of players they were.

Tshutshu’s highlight was when Police XI 
was headed for relegation at the end of 
the 1997/1998 season and it escaped by 
a whisker after Tasc suffered a 2-1 defeat. 
This came after the two teams secured 
equal points, equal forward and equal 
against and one had to relegate to the First 
Division League.

“A neutral location was agreed upon and 
Orapa was where the two teams met to 
decide who would relegate or remain in 
the Premier League. In the first half, Tasc 
led by a goal and during the second half we 
equalised through Stagato Marope’s goal. 
That’s when we had to go for extra time.”

During extra time, Tshutshu Haake scored a 
beautiful goal in the last 15 minutes of the 
game. That was after he tapped the ball 
over Garry Mokandawire of Tasc to find the 
back of the net. All thanks to the Police XI 
goal keeper of the game, Newman Shima 
Mooketsi who made several saves for his 
team. Tshutshu described him as one of the 
best talented goal keepers of his time.

One other memorable game that Tshutshu 

mentioned was when Police XI clashed 
with Township Rollers at Molepolole Sports 
Complex in 2003. Rollers suffered a 6-1 
defeat. “Rollers has always been a tough 
team. Every encounter with Rollers was 
never smooth sailing so on that day, we 
made history by beating one of the best 
teams in the land. Like they always say in 
football circles, when you want to be the 
best, beat the best.” 

Tshutshu remembered his head coach as 
Clever Hunda, the late Barry Daka, Isaiah 
Sthanda Mogwadi, Vincent Chileshi and 
Prince Mokandawire.

 Ndiyapo Letsholathebe
Bulldozer as the fans fondly referred to him, 
played under head coach, Clever Hunda, 
Sthanda Mogwadi and the late Barry Daka. 
The nick name “Bulldozer” fitted well with 
Ndiyapo as his body structure says it all. 
Incredibly tall, muscular and comfortable in 
his own skin, Ndiyapo exercised irresistible 
strength, especially in dispossessing of 
opponents. 

The Francistown born, grew up in 
Gaborone where he started playing football 
on the streets as early as eight years. At 
age 10, Ndiyapo joined Mogoditshane 
based Matebejana Football Club where he 
exhibited distinctive traits of a bulldozer he 
would become in later years. 

“I joined the Kings in 2002 at the age of 19 
and a year later, I was called to the national 
team. It was such an honour to have my 
name on the list of the Zebras.  Muscular 
as I am, no opponent could dispossess me 
of the ball when I was in action. They knew 
I could stand firm and never allowed my 
opponents to penetrate the 18th area.”

Ndiyapo was a central defender and his 
combination with Themba Ketshabile 
(another central defender), Obed Mokgosi 

(right back) and the late Inaganeng 
Matthews (left back) made up a complete 
and unbreakable Police XI defence.

The Bulldozer was one of those players that 
led Police XI to victory in the 2005/2006 
season. When his team mates were busy 
celebrating the Mascom trophy in 2006, 
Ndiyapo did not feature in most of the photos 
as he was in an interview for scooping man 
of the match award. He displayed the most 
outstanding performance in the game.

“I gave my all during one of the last matches 
that led us to lifting the trophy. That was 
when we clashed with Tasc Football Club 
at Botswana Police College in Otse. It was 
a tough encounter but we beat Tasc 2-1.”

The icing on the cake for Bulldozer during 
that memorable season, was when his team 
played BDF XI at Botswana Police College 
in Otse. At the 30th minute of the first half, 
the referee indicated an indirect free kick 
after Betsho Pius of Police XI was fouled on 
the edge of the 18th area. The team won by 
three sterling goals of Duncan Kgopolelo, 
Richard Mwanza and Bulldozer’s free kick 
to nil of BDF XI.

“I was thrilled to score against BDF XI goal 
keeper Modiri Marumo who also happened 
to be the national team’s number one 
keeper. He was a player that possessed 
very unique skill sets to being a good goal 
keeper.” 

Ndiyapo Letsholathebe is now Head Coach 
for Great North Tigers (GNT) Football Club 
in Francistown since 2019. 

In a number of his appearances, the one 
and only Tshutshu Haake who donned 
the captain’s arm band played alongside, 
Valdo Mogomotsi, Ditaola Ditaola, Richard 
Mwanza and the late Oliver Pikati. 

Ndiyapo LetsholathebeTherisanyo ‘Tshutshu” Haake



FINANCIAL CRIME: SOUTH AFRICAN 
FRAUD GANG DISMANTLED  
ARRESTS IN SOUTH AFRICA HIGHLIGHT GLOBAL THREAT OF CYBER 
ENABLED FINANCIAL CRIME

Source: www.interpol.int

INTERPOL

JOHANNESBURG, South Africa – A fraud gang suspected of swindling 
a US-based company out of some EUR 455,000 has been taken down in 
raids across Johannesburg led by investigators from the Hawks Serious 
Commercial Crimes Unit and US Secret Service agents, and supported by 
INTERPOL.

With investigations on-going, the operation led to the arrest of seven people 
allegedly linked to a Nigerian organized crime syndicate that specializes in 
online fraud. The suspects allegedly bought luxury vehicles with the proceeds 
of their crimes.

The fraud gang suspects allegedly bought luxury vehicles with the 
proceeds of their crimes
The operation was part of a global initiative under the framework of INTERPOL’s 
Global Financial Crime Task Force (IGFCTF), where 14 countries including 
South Africa and the United States work closely together to tackle the global 
threat of cyber enabled financial crime.

The suspects – four men and three women aged between 25 and 42 – are 
believed to be key figures in a global crime syndicate involved in fraud and 
money laundering.

The gang is also believed to be behind romance scams, using fake online 
identities to lure vulnerable men and women to transfer money. Romance 
scams generate millions of US dollars worldwide.

Commending the collaborative work of the multi-disciplinary team which led 
to the arrests, Hawks head Lt-Gen Godfrey Lebeya said: “Organized criminal 
groups should know law enforcement agencies are collaborating on an 
international level to dismantle criminal networks.”

The Johannesburg operation is one of several global operations under the 
framework of IGFCTF where law enforcement authorities are working together 
to crack down on West African fraud syndicates targeting individuals and 
businesses worldwide.  

The authorities involved are now working closely with INTERPOL to track the 

movements of the gang’s money worldwide, with investigations focusing on 
a worldwide criminal syndicate known as Black Axe, which allegedly used 
business email compromise (BEC) scams to defraud a US-based mental 
health institute.

BEC scams usually target third-party vendors to gain access to business email 
accounts after which payments are diverted to the bank accounts of money 
mules.

Michael K. Burgin of the US Secret Service said: “The fight against cyber-
enabled crime knows no boundaries, and the collaborative efforts in this 
case show how vital it is to work collectively with our international partners to 
execute impactful takedowns of these highly organized transnational criminal 
syndicates.”

Eight suspected Black Axe leaders were arrested in Cape Town and 
Johannesburg in 2021, leading to a massive drop in the group’s activities and 
similar crimes. They face extradition to the US, where they are charged with 
stealing more than EUR 6.25 million from romance scam victims there.

“Taking advantage of globalization and digitization processes, criminals are 
able to commit financial crimes with increasing efficiency and sophistication,” 
said Rory Corcoran, Acting Director, INTERPOL Financial Crime and Anti-
Corruption Centre (IFCACC).

“The Johannesburg arrests highlight the importance of international 
cooperation between INTERPOL and its global law enforcement partners 
to target and disrupt the criminal syndicates involved in all forms of financial 
crimes and corruption,” added Mr Corcoran.

Since its creation in January, the Centre has helped INTERPOL member 
countries intercept more than EUR 4.5 million tied to BEC and romance frauds.
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At MRI we pride ourselves as a trusted first responder during emergencies , including road traffic 
accidents (RTAs). Our dedicated team of paramedics are thoroughly trained to offer pre - hospital 
emergency care to people during their most difficult times.

Here are some tips to stay safe on the road;
 • Observe road rules and signage at all times
 • Stick to the speed limit
 • Wear a seat belt every time
 • Carry reflective gear so that you and your vehicle or mode of transport are visible to other 

drivers.

In case of emergencies, call the following numbers

992 MRI
999 Botswana Police
Since MRI’s establishment, we have grown to offer services including;

Let us help you when you need it most and when precious life is at stake!

MRI Onsite
onsite medical 

emergency 
response for 

events

MRI Contact 
Centre
24 hour 

operations

Training 
Academy 

basic training and 
short courses 
for healthcare 
professionals

Prime Health 
Clinics

quality healthcare 
services

Prime Health 
Pharmacies
dispensary of 

prescription and 
over-the-counter 

medication

992. YOUR MEDRESCUE 
RESPONSE PARTNER 
SINCE 1992.
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0800 600 125


